Aechmea ‘Jeanne Eunice’ by Racine Foster in Journ Brom Soc 37(3): 104, 110. 1987
This is another one of Mulford's early crosses with the pollen from Aechmea fulgens placed on the flower of Aechmea blanchetiana. This cultivar is named for Jeanne Eunice Foster Smith, Mulford's youngest daughter. It is a nice, showy, tank-type bromeliad for the garden in a temperate climate. It survives all the low temperatures that occasionally visit central Florida. This hardiness is a surprise because both parent plants came from warm country. A. blanchetiana came from a location near Agua Preta, Bahia, Btazil, where we collected it in June 1939. We found it growing in both partial shade and in full sun (in beach sand) . A. fulgens is from the state of Pernambuco, north of Bahia, and nearer the equator. These

diverse habitats gave the hybrid the adaptability so welcome in establishing it in our garden. One never knows what a hybrid will do. Mulford combined two warm-country plants, but in this cross we have a plant that is amazingly cold hardy. It isn’t logical, but that is the result.

Out of light green leaves rises a long-lasting, four-to five-foot flower stalk of a pleasing rose to pink with a flower head holding blue flowers. It is a fairly large plant with leaves two and one-half to three feet long and three inches wide. Since the inflorescence holds its color for several weeks, it is another delight for the Florida garden.

With the publication of these two hybrids, Miriam and Jeanne Eunice join company with their brother Bert and their sister Gerda who already have been so honored.
